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_Microarchitecture” taming the
Macroarchltecture

Micre-architecture is-an archilectural
response that is resilient in many ways and
on many scales. It is an act of resistance to
resists large housing estates, urban dersity,
the megalopolis;.all forms of threats such
as climate change; pandemics, housing
crisis, disptacement of populations; stc. and
attempts to provide an answerto various
issues whether they are environmental,
sanitary, social, urban or migratary.

Hubris, in ancient Greek, means
outrage or excess referring to wanting ‘more
than whiat the fair measure-of fate has given
us. Put into perspective of the global health
crisis, Nemesis, the goddeéss of rage, of
indignation, would have plunished actians of
iIrmmoderation and disproportion vialating
natural order. Consequently; reintroducing the
question of the "right” scals,in partictlar the
human scale, makes the Frerch philosopher
Thierry Paguet (Mesure et Démesure des
villes, 2020} think that we will be constralned
to change our.sense and conditions of life in
the city and on earth; Even beyond a purely
architectural solution, micro-architecture
is thits more than ever a manifest act of &
curative gesture, a real urban seam to fill
a social void and reintroduce the hurman
within the urban space. A micro perspective
challenging @ macro ideal by reintroducing
cellective cansistency, solidarity and above al
& common sense.

Greater Beijing aims to become the
largest megalopalis in the.wofld: By 2030, the
Chinese capital should Be almost six times the
size of a city like New York. From the Forbidden
City in the centre to the sévénth ring road, the
megalopolis is organized!in concentric circles
aiming at political-and economic greatness
and resulting in-unlimited urbanization,
both herizentally and vertically. Traditional
neighbaurhoeds, like the *hutonigs’, had to
give way to irrational real estate development.
Small-scale has almost complately
disappeared for the benefit of architectural
gigantism, unlimited consumerism and hyper-
technology. What could be the resilisnce
capacity of ‘e megalopolis to cape with this
radical disappearance of micro=architecture
herltage, @ model of neighbourhood life? What
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could be capable and flexible structures to
initiate a reasonable architecture?

Micro-architecture vs macro-
architecture, a minimalist space in opposition
to a maximalist tower, is a resilient attempt to
contribute to urban sustainability not only on
a social, cultural, environmental and economic
level but mainly to encourage initiatives for
creating shared and open spaces and structures
fostering social links and allow individuals
to find real pleasure in collective life. Their
activation by offering collaborative, innovative
and creative contents, like for example,
neighbourhoad centres, art galleries, small
theatre stages, leads us to hope that the small
scale will be able to tame the large scale and
contribute to ensure the survival of humanity
by introducing joy, emotion and beauty. In the
end, as the economist E.F. Schumacher said in
his famous work Small is beautiful (1973) “the
smallest turns out to be the smartest, the best
proportioned, the fairest”.

From Jean Prouvé and his social
commitment to the most underprivileged,
alongside Abbé Pierre with the Maison des
jours meilleurs (1956), to the Baukasten system
developed by W.Gropius and A.Meyer (1922)
offering by prefabricated modules an almost
infinite field of possibilities, another way of
“doing architecture” at the service of usérs. The
architecture becomes a generic system where
the notion of flexibility, diversity and modularity
is at the origin of conceptual thinking.

A world on a human scale - Reconnecting with
the sensitive

For more than ten years, the architect Franklin
Azzi has been guestioning the notion of “human
scale” within its productions. By reconciling
disciplines and building bridges between
artistic practices, the guestion of preserving
the reference to the “human scale” within built
structures is constantly at stake. Faced with
the dehumanization of cities, the sprawling
development of megapoli especially in Asia, we
are witnessing the gradual disappearance of
the human scale. Man, during the long history
of architecture, has unceasingly tried to go
beyond the limits of the constructible, building
always higher and always bigger. In this
exercise of excessiveness, many drifts can be
observed today.
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The excessive dehumanization of cities is a
first striking example, as well as the sprawling
infrastructures necessary for the daily
movements of the populations. Faced with
these excesses, these over-dimensions, what
kind of resilience can we imagine?

in the form of architectural collage,
of iconographic accumulation, Franklin Azzi
agency proposes to explore and delve into
the “micro-narratives’ that highlight the
relationship between man and architecture
within the history of architecture. Far from
establishing a unique history, it is about
tracing the different narrative networks of
architectural models that have constantly
mirrored this relationship.

Taking the city of Beijing as an example
of an “expanded city” that has gradually
rejected any relation to the “small scale”, it
is a question of drawing from this “human
scale” the resilience potentials for our cities
of tomorrow. Far from being a simple rule of
measurement or a ratio of proportion, the
" notion of “human scale” also incorporates the
ability to anticipate an individual's perception
of the environment and to project himself in
a space-time. It is interesting to know, for
example, that within 25m man has a sufficient
. perception of the environment to be able to
be moved by a scene. At less than 10m, he
may identify someone's gestures. Humans
move at an average speed of 5km/h. The eye
needs to be stimulated every 5 seconds to be
encouraged to walk.

The relationship between the human
scale and the scale of the built environment
therefore raises the issue that is expressed
in terms of legibility, accessibility, utility,
sustainability, hospitality and beauty.
Questioning these relationships of dimensions
integrates a global reflection on speed and
time, but also on meaning and perception.
From small to large, from slow to fast, from
near to far, from discordant to harmonious -
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